Assembling the Right
Remodeling Team

BY DAVID BRY AN

ou've thought about it for months {or maybe even

years), In vour imaginings, the project has gone

from simple to palatial and back again. But now,
the decision has been made. You are going to remodel.
The next step, however, is not as easy as reaching for the
phone. There are so many options and choices.

Where should you begin . . . a big home cenrer? An architece?
A contractor? Do it yourseli? For many people, your
remodeling project is going to be much more complex than
anything you've taken on before and you're fiddling with
what is probably your largest asser, ypus home. Because of
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While you will wanr to rush into all the excitement of the
design process (after all, you are defining vour dreams here
— precty heady stuffl), be sure o stop and discuss your
budger. If your designer or archirecr does nor have the
ability ro accurarely budger your project (and unless they
regularly build projects, they probably don't), then involve
a builder early on to give you budger feedback — and
regularly re-involve them throughout the design process.
A common remodeling picfall is to invest thousands in
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the design process, only to learn you can't afford o build
the project.

FINDING THE FIRM TO BUILD YOUR PROJECT
Now it's time o selecr a remodeler (unless you've already
been working with a design/build firm, in which case

you're already there). The best choice is to find a company
that docs mostly or only remadeling, They will be able

to understand, and provide services for, the special
considerations of working in a home that is occupied

with people (and especially children and pets). Ask a
handful of questions thac will give vou the right
informarion to choose a qualified remodeler — and the
same questions should also be asked as you choose your
design professional,

Before we go turther, we should discuss price vs. value,
You can ger competitive bids ro find the lowest priced
siance and remodeler and, if you're lucky, everything
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ool take-out food”, Since this is a faur-

ly realistic view of the process, then you need 1o ready your

mindset. If you look ar the construction process as a hare-
ful event you have o endure, then it will be. If vou view it
as an adventure, akin 1o camping our, then the process will
be fun. So, armed with some more informarion, you're
ready to go . . . enjoy the adventure! Fe
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