(Left) This long, narrow corridor was ance a butler's pantry but is now a convenient work area for the Sigillos. It houses a double oven and
an extea sink, (Right) A black soapstone sink is the signature Victorian feature of this elegant kitchen, and is beautifully offset by curvaceous
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DAVID AND JANE SIGILLO

Creating 4 kitchen style thae would
harmoniously blend with other rooms
in a Victorian home was the
faced by Amee McNamara, a kitchen
designer with Black Dog Builders, Inc.
in Salem, New Hampshire. “Victo

denge

an homeowners are searching for a lost

aesthet e contemporary kitchen
have lost their beaury;” says
MeNamara, who designed a Kitchen
for David and Jane Sigillo of Methe-
un, Massachusetrs. “Victorian style
brings beauty back to product design.”
But McMamara i practical about the
limitations of Victorian style, *You
must pay homige to Victorian design,
but not ta the cxtent that you end up
with a kitchen that does not function.”

The 1998 remodeling of the Sigillo
kitchen presenzed McNamara with

some formidable design challenges.
“It was the worst of 1950s kitsch—
the prototypical ‘Craftsman’ kitchen,
with knotty pine cupboards and gin
gerbread trim. The previous owners

had gotren rid of every vestige of Vic-
torian style.
“The kitchen had been badly

chopped
the original molding had been torn
down and the butler’s pantry had been
gutted.” Whar remained was an awk-
ward work area, where the kitchen had
rrow corridor
ving the Sigil-

been pushed into the r
of the butler's pantry, lea
with 4 non-funetior
he original tin ceiling had been
covered up with a suspended acoustic
tile ceiling that dropped its height
from 9 feet 1o 7 fect
wanted a classic Victorian tin ceiling
in their kitchen, but since the old tin

I workspace

he Sigillos

was water d had to have a

new tin ecilin
ewise, the original oak floors

had been covered with linoleum. The
century-old wood was badly stined
and gashed. In this ¢
were able to restore the old floor by
, but leaving much of the

however, they

refini

p,” she continues. “A lot of

t. “Tt definitely has
a charm about ir,” says Me
By keeping the stains and nail holes,
we gave it the patina of age.”
Although the kitchen has modern
appliances that make no apelogy for
their 1998 vintage, the Sigillos made
a fow design choices that emphasized
Victorian aesthetics over practicaliy.
That's scen in their choice of a
Kitchen sink made of soapstone,

‘wear and tear inta

mar;

dull black material not commonly
used in modern sinks. “The soap-
stone sink is a beautiful fearure and
many Victorian kitchens had i1,” say
McNamara. *1 studicd the design of
this sink, copied it and had it built
for the Sigillos.”

Although fully fanctional, a saap-
stone sink requires a lot of upkeep to
retain its appearance. For that reaso

most peaple don't choose it. *People
of this cra want kitehen
laok bright and shiny,” says Amee,
“Soapstane can be dull and gray, and
doesn't usually appeal to modern sen-

<. But it appealed to the Sig-
illos, who vi
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